
::_AN AUSTRAL-fAN .. � familY'• expetifJilce., 
.. : with what they claimed was anunidenti­
·1led fJying object might.,. an unusual· 
natural phenomenon - a dry thunder.: 
stOf'm- accordtng to scientists. 

Faye- Knowles and h�u � .on. aged 18 
to 24 said ttt.y were statked by a UF;O WhiCh 
Hftad their ea.- off the road and s�n it·. 
around before dr4)ppfng lt · back .,lth a ·= 

flattened tyre. ·· . . ·. .· 
· Prot•ssor Peter Sch�rdtterue-r. hea� �� 

mateorotoov at Flindlirs Unlverslty In·: Ade-;·· 
laide, said the detail.-. ·provided by the 
«nowles family wet"e consJStent with .a . drY. 
thunderstorm• · ·· ·· · 

In such an event, the almosphere be· 
comes highly charged with an electric field 
whlctt could have strange effectS, Professor = 
Schwerd�rgger told reporters. ·· 

The fine ash= cove-ring U\e �r couJd. be a == 
J)f'Oduct of Hghtning· andlhe viO .. nt"$nakin9:' 

. of the venlc1e a result of the �rm. h• .aid,,, 
· ·�NO doubt if you ar• In tf:\e. middle: of:a 
fairly lnl•ns• atectrtc ffeid,. yO.i'"re �mg to 

·feel very str.nge.'' · he. said.' Professor 
Schwerdlferg�r .added that many bUaht�s 
In Australia •r• the: r•sult = of the natUral· 
phenomena. 

· · · 

Egg-c)Up 
Mrs Knowtes and her boys were traveltlng . 

•t�• 1,500 mites. from. Perth. to MelbQume to,, 
see her •ping mother but aald th.a) w•"' · 
too terrified to repeat•h• JourneY home. ···· 

Mlke Manton. · head �• the Bureau= ot 
: Meteorology's · re84:tarcb =· eentre ... hi Mel� 

bourne. aald th ... e hid been many reports of 
· clry thunderstorms bUt ttw! �ureau sald there 

wu no thunderstorm acllvlty In the. area at 
the time. 

The famlly said a hUge etJOCQp.$haped 
object ch.ase4 them for more than 90 
mlnutu along a remote highway before 
Jeaplng on top of their car and cUnginO •o Its 
roof with suction Cup8. · 

After tr)ino to ev•<ki the creature or craft· 
at high s"ed, the Knowlee · saJd tttey 
swpped the ear and hid In bU&bu -,-·amy tc)' 
be puraufJd by lt15mlrt� later. .· 

· 

. 

=·· 
Polk:e Mid at teatt JHH)ple aboard thr� 

flahlng boats and e eouple ttotldaying :Jn 
Melbourne also repotted •eJng a •lmllar 
UFO. and tnv..tlgatlo.n� wer� conllnUing. '· 


